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Vivitrol is a monthly injection used to help individuals manage alcohol and opioid use disorders. It works
by blocking receptors in the brain to prevent the "high" or "drunk" feeling. Unlike other medications such
as Methadone or Suboxone, Vivitrol is non-addictive and does not carry the risk of abuse. It's an effective
tool for reducing cravings and supports long-term recovery with minimal side effects.

If someone drinks alcohol or uses opiates
while on Vivitrol, their body may show
signs of being under the influence, but
their brain will not feel the effects.

o What is Vivitrol & how does it work?

Vivitrol is a once-a-month injection that acts
as a receptor blocker in the brain. It prevents
alcohol or opioids from affecting the brain,
stopping the sensation of "getting high" or
"drunk”. This helps individuals maintain control
over their addiction.

@ Is Vivitrol addictive or habit-forming?

No, Vivitrol is not like Methadone, Suboxone,
or Sublocade. It is non-addictive and cannot
be abused to get a "high”. There is no risk of
developing a dependency on it.

Drug testing is done before each injection
to ensure the person is not using opioids, as
taking the injection while still using opioids
will cause acute withdrawal symptoms.

9 What happens when | stop using it?

Once a person decides to stop taking Vivitrol,
the medication leaves the system after 30
days. There are no withdrawal symptoms,
which makes it a smoother transition when
choosing to discontinue treatment.

@ What side effects should | expect?

Some people experience mild side effects such
as fogginess, trouble sleeping, and body aches
during the first few shots. These symptoms
typically improve by the third shot.

For any questions or inquiries, call us at:

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES




